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Bristol Cable Quarterly Impact and Transparency Report: 
November 1st 2016 - January 31st 2017 
 
Each quarter the Cable will produce a transparency report for our members & 
supporters that gives an overview of the membership growth and financial information 
as well as our impact as an organisation. This is our third report, covering November 
31st 2016 to January 31st 2017. For more information on any aspect of this report 
please contact Dean Ayotte, Co-op Development Coordinator, at 
membership@thebristolcable.org.  
 
Cable Team 
Coordinators: 
Operations: Adam Cantwell-Corn, Alec Saelens, Alon Aviram 
Media: Lorna Stephenson, Koel Murkherjee, Sid Ryan 
Website: Mat Alborough, Marcus Valentine 
Social Media: Isobel Tarr 
Membership: Yasmin Patel (left January 2017) 
Co-op Development/Membership: Dean Ayotte 
Events: Nels Veronesi (left January 2017) 
Finance: Bea Oliver 
Distribution & Data: Lucas Batt 
 
Full profiles of our Coordinators can be found here. 
 
Directors:  
Mike Jempson, Tessa Gleeson, Noelle Rumball, Vincent Baidoo, Abdi Mohamed, 
Joanne Ball, Adam Cantwell-Corn, Delroy Hibbert, Elizabeth Mizon, Drew Rose, 
Matthew Strange, Robert Triggs. 
 
Full profiles of our Directors can be found here. 
 
1. Cooperative Decisions 

https://thebristolcable.org/about/bristol-cable-directors/
mailto:membership@thebristolcable.org
https://thebristolcable.org/team/


 
 
 
 

The Cable agreed to spend £3,000 for Will Franklin, a developer, to extend and improve 
our digital capabilities. This includes redeveloping our membership join page, 
automated email system and improving our membership system. 
We created an internal distribution team with around 25 of our cooperative members. 
Each quarter these members distribute 15,000 copies of the Cable and they are paid 
the same rate as coordinators. 
 
2. Membership Growth over Quarter 
Below are charts detailing our membership over the previous three months. Our most 
popular subscription rate continues to be £3 per month. Full details of our membership 
growth and analysis of membership by type can be found here. 
 
Chart 1: Total membership growth over the last quarter 
Our total membership at the end of January 2017 was around 1300 members. Due to 
our current method of recording members there were slight variations in the total 
number. In January 2017 we began the process of creating a new membership 
management system so that future data will be more accurate. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://thebristolcable.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Membership-Analytics-QR-Jan-2017.pdf


 
 
 
 

 
 
Chart 2: Membership growth by subscription type 
Our most popular subscription total continues to be £3 per month and the number of 
members paying this monthly contribution continued to rise steadily over the quarter 
with around 640 of our members paying this amount. The quarter also saw the number 
of members paying £5 per month rise to 100. 
 

 

 
 
Chart 3: New members vs. cancelled members each month 
Over the quarter membership growth continued to outpace cancellations and growth 
remains consistent at the Cable. November and January were strong months for 
growth, whilst the net gain in December was low.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
3. Finances 
Below are the latest financial projections for the cooperative up until 31st January 2017.

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Impact 
 
Cable coverage on mass mobile surveillance picked up by the national news 
In our ninth edition, the Cable revealed that at least seven police forces including Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary had purchased powerful mobile phone spy technology that 
can hack the text messages and phone calls of all mobile phones in an area of up to 
eight km2. There is currently no national transparency on how police use this 
indiscriminate surveillance gear. As testament to the significance of this investigation, 
the BBC, Guardian and The Times reported on our findings. 
 
Our local force has kept quiet about the issue, and in a desperate cover-up removed the 
previously public documents cited in the investigation. But pressure is mounting and 
civil rights groups including Liberty and Privacy International have demanded 
transparency and strict government regulation. The National Union of Journalists has 
demanded assurances from PCC Sue Mountstevens that journalists are protected from 
this snooping tech (and is still waiting for an answer), and law firms are exploring legal 
challenges. 
 
Victory for transparency in Bristol 
Due to Cable investigations and community campaigning, Bristol City Council is moving 
towards a policy of publishing the controversial documents that help housing developers 
avoid affordable housing obligations. 
 

https://thebristolcable.org/2017/01/a-victory-for-housing-crisis-transparency-in-bristol/
https://thebristolcable.org/2017/01/a-victory-for-housing-crisis-transparency-in-bristol/


 
 
 
 

Cable investigations also helped to delay the decision over a housing re-development in 
Greenbank so that more affordable housing can be negotiated. 
 
Bristol University divests £3 million in fossil fuels 
Citing Bristol Cable investigations, the University of Bristol Court voted in November to 
divest £3.3 million from fossil fuel companies. The move followed two years of 
campaigning by Fossil Free Bristol and a series of Cable investigations into the Uni’s 
stake in these dirty fuels. 
 
Hundreds of Bristolians attend our ‘Poetic Pilgrimage’ event 
In November, the Malcolm X Centre squeezed in 280 people for an electrifying night 
with Poetic Pilgrimage – a Bristol born and bred female Muslim hip-hop and spoken 
word duo. The ‘Hip Hop Hijabis’ (title of an Al Jazeera documentary about them) dished 
out a powerful, political and unifying set of rhyme, beats and deep melodies. As usual, 
this Cable event was free for refugees, asylum seekers and people in financial hardship. 
 
Teenage Cancer Trust workshop 
Three young women living with cancer were given training in film, photography, 
illustration, podcasting and writing in a week-long course by the Cable in October. Using 
their new skills, they went on to produce their own interactive story – which was 
published online in November. 
 
Media Lab 
The Bristol Cable Media Lab is the Cable’s brand new education and training arm. A 
group of 15 local people are getting tooled up in journalism for free, learning everything 
from cracking dodgy company accounts and filing freedom of information requests, to 
feature writing and media ethics. 
 
The Media Lab is for people who see journalism as key to building a better world, but 
may not have any previous experience. The 2016/17 programme is supported by the 
Centre for Investigative Journalism and the Cardiff Centre for Community Journalism. 
 
The course is due to end in March 2017. 
 
Who Cares about Care? 
Cable members joined Meirion Jones, investigations editor at the Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism, Bristol Independent Mental Health Network’s Tom Renhard 
and Ellen Devine of Healthwatch Bristol for a pioneering speaker event. It brought 
together healthcare professionals and investigative journalists to scrutinise the care 
sector in Bristol explore and working towards better conditions. 
 
5. Additional Project Spending and Additional Funding 
This section of the report is intended to highlight any additional project spending and 
any additional income, such as grants or large donations, that haven’t already been 
highlighted in the financial information above. 

https://thebristolcable.org/2016/11/breaking-councillors-vote-to-defer-choc-factory-development-but-fight-continues/
https://thebristolcable.org/medialab/
https://thebristolcable.org/medialab/
https://thebristolcable.org/medialab/
https://thebristolcable.org/2016/11/developers-huge-price-hike-easton/
https://thebristolcable.org/klynt/our-story/


 
 
 
 

 
This quarter the Cable was awarded a £2020 grant from Healthwatch Bristol to deliver a 
project on mental health in Bristol. We will be working with service users and relevant 
organisations to deliver a series of articles and related content during Spring 2017. 
 


